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A pint of stamps 
please, landlord! 



Culmhead 
Nr Taunton 
Somerset 
TA37DU 
Tel: 01823 421073 


Bed & Breakfast 
& Self-Catering 
suites available 
all year round 


THE lucky residents of Bond opens his ‘’post of- 
Blagdon Hill will soon be fice in a pub’ at the Lamb 

able to post their letters & Flag at the end of 

and get their pensions March, 
along with a pint of best In a crowded pub on 
and a good lunch, when Sunday lunch time, Mark 
enterprising landlord Mark still managed to find time 



1 

s 

DYFED STEELS 
STEEL 

STOCKHOLDERS 


Unit 1, Kingsford Rural Business 
Centre, Kentisbeare, Cullompton, 
Devon EX15 2AU 


A full range of: 

Rounds, Squares, Flat Bars, Angle 
Iron, Tubes, Beams, Channels, 
Sheets, Plate & Mesh etc 


Tel: 01884 266930 
Fax: 01884 266898 
Daily Deliveries 


by Jill Newton 


to talk about his plans, and 
with so many villages los¬ 
ing basic amenities, he is 
determined to buck the 
trend for Blagdon. 

A former credit manager 
in London, Mark came to 


the Somerset village in 
2004 to help out a friend 
who was the landlord then. 

He ended up buying the 
pub himself, and has never 
looked back. 

“I have always believed 


that the pub is the heart of 
any village,” Mark ex¬ 
plained, “and since mov¬ 
ing here I have tried to 
respond to what the local 
residents want from their 
pub. 

“I want the Lamb & Flag 
to offer a warm, safe envi¬ 


ronment for everyone, 
with lots going on: - some¬ 
where they will feel be¬ 
longs to them and the 
village.” 

Mark’s pub is already the 
regular meeting place for 
the Village Green and 

TURN to page 3 



■ LANDLORD of the Lamb & Flag, Mark Bond, with colleague Sophie Poulton 



MASSIVE SPRING SALE 

Up to 50% off selected items 



To advertise contact 
Alex Phryce-Jones 
on 01297 35750 


BARRON’S 

2 HOLYROOD STREET, CHARD 

TEL: 01460 63593 

Outdoor Clothing 

Also stockists of 

BARBOUR, 

HUNTER, -=AJ 

LE 

CHAMEAU 


Boots by 

dubarnj* 

www.barronschard.co.uk 




BRASHER 


ktffow .co. uK 


OFFROAD VEHICLE EQUIPMENT Tel 01404 691121 


Land Rover Parts & Accessories 




Speak to the heating oil experts! 

We are a local independent oil company 
specialising in domestic customers 

Mini Tanker available 

Collection facilities 

Talk to us up until 9pm, 7 days a week 
Owners: Andrew Hewitt and Trevor Rolph 


Monument Fuels 

01823 650999 


The Fuel Depot, Foxmoor Business Park, 
Wellington, TA219PH 


News from the Blackdown Hills Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


MST AUCTIONEERS 

Hangar 1, Airfield Industrial Estate, Dunkeswell, 

Nr Honiton, Devon EX14 4LB 


MONTHLY AUCTIONS 

OF GOOD QUALITY MODERN OFFICE FURNITURE: 

Including many radial desks, matching storage cupboards and good 
quality office chairs, plus everything for the modern office. 

STOCK CLEARANCE: New good quality oak & pine furniture. 

COMPUTERS, HOUSE CLEARANCES, ENGINEERING, PLANT AND MA¬ 
CHINERY, FORKLIFTS, WOODWORKING, WAREHOUSE EQUIPMENT, ETC 


or catalogues & further information: www.mstauctioneers.co.uk 
Tel: 01404 891833 Fax: 01404 891655 


CHELSTON 

CARPET MILLS 


CASH & CARRY READY TODAY 
MASSIVE DISCOUNTS OFF ALL OUR 
ROLLS & REMNANTS 
HUGE STOCKS OF CARPETS & VINYLS 
DELIVERY & FITTING CAN BE 
ARRANGED 

WE SPECIALISE IN DISCONTINUED 
AND CLEARANCE RANGES 


Tel: 01823 662661 


Chelston Business Park, Castle Road, 
Wellington, Somerset TA21 9JQ 


01392 580839 


07776 387240 



Pancake day is flipping good fun! 

■ PUPILS at Shute Community Primary School took part in pancake flipping races to celebrate ShroveTuesday. 

The vicar of The Five Alive Mission Community, the Reverend Alastair McCollum, attended the whole school assembly 
and spoke to the pupils about the significance of Shrove Tuesday and Ash Wednesday. Amanda Graham, headteacher, 
said: "Pancake Day at Shute was a chance to have fun whilst also gaining a deeper understanding of why this event is cel¬ 
ebrated - and why it continues to be significant today." 


Clubs and societies in the Blackdown Hills 


Bishopswood Ladies 


A LARGE group of mem¬ 
bers of Bishopswood 
Ladies gathered to hear 
Penny Gale, one of the 
members, talk about her 


green 

energy 


Renewable Energy Solutions 

Specialist* in Bio-mmi fuelled beating 
keeping the Rlitkdiinn Hills warn with affordable bin-mass 
healing anil hui »aler 


ROJEK 

Log Gasification and 
Automatic Biomass 
boilers 


ROJEK 

Wood Crusher 
(Chopper) 


Woodviking 

Pelletmaster 

Wood Pellet boiler 



WimmI Pellet Boiler* 
Log Banting Boiler* 
Wood Cb Ip Boiler* 
Retro fit 
New build 
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experiences in Sri Lanka. 

Rosemary Viant re¬ 
minded members that she 
would be standing down at 
the AGM in April, so a 
new chairperson as well as 
a new committee member 
would be required. 

In spite of the recent bad 
weather seven ramblers 
enjoyed a walk through the 
snowy lanes followed by 
lunch at The Candlelight 
Inn. The skittlers had a 
good month, beating He- 
myock, and also playing 
their husbands, who they 
beat by 5 pins. The bells 
are busy practising some 
new tunes. 

Penny Gale then de¬ 
scribed how she and fel¬ 
low member Rosanne 
Barritt came to find them¬ 
selves staying in a convent 
and giving advice to eld¬ 
erly Sri Lankans on mak¬ 
ing the best of old age. 

Penny, a physiotherapist, 
and Rosanne, an occupa¬ 
tional therapist, had al¬ 
ways wanted to travel, and 
through contacts which the 
Blackdown Benefice has 
with Sri Lanka, they were 
able to offer their services 
to the Anglican Church 
there, which runs homes 
for the elderly. 

There are no state run 
care homes in Sri Lanka. 
They stayed for four 
weeks, the longest time 


possible on a tourist visa, 
and were provided with 
transport and accomoda¬ 
tion as well as a full pro¬ 
gramme. The largest part 
of their stay was spent liv¬ 
ing in a convent ,which 
was also an old people’s 
home, in Colombo, but 
they also stayed in the 
hills, where they visited an 
orphanage, and they also 
managed to squeeze in 
three days holiday in a 
wonderful beach resort. 

Penny and Rosanne vis¬ 
ited a variety of care 
homes, where conditions 
differed greatly. Some 
were residential, and stan¬ 
dards of accomodation 
varied from very good to 
very poor. Due to Penny 
and Rosanne’s specialities, 
their time was mainly 
taken up with giving ad¬ 
vice as well as demonstra¬ 
tions of exercises, 
sometimes for groups of 
more than 60, in clubs and 
a training centre as well as 
in care homes. Altogether 
Penny and Rosanne felt 
that their trip had been 
very worthwhile. 

After this informative 
talk members relaxed with 
refreshments provided by 
Marian Cracknell, Shirley 
Prout and Anne Robinson. 
The March meeting will 
be replaced by the annual 
dinner. 


Hemyock Wl 


HEMYOCK WI has welcomed several new mem¬ 
bers this year and has a full and varied programme of 
events planned. 

Members have recently enjoyed a theatre outing to 
see Starligh Express and an evening of wine tasting. 

The group meets on the first Tuesday of each 
month in the Forbes Lounge at 7.30pm and new 
members are always welcome. 

Contact Brenda Calcraft on 681592 or Lyme Taylor 
on 680104 for more information. 


Sampford Arundel Wl 


THERE’S a new, glamorous secretary at Sampford Arun¬ 
del W.l. 

Well really it’s the same one given a new brush and 
polish by Zoe Old, a local mobile beautician ‘Pamper 
You’ who came to their February meeting. She also 
gave members essential hints and tips on saving 
money and time in the quest for beauty. In turn, they 
each came up with their own ideas - drinking lots of 
water the favourite (though there was also a sugges¬ 
tion for gin and riotous living instead) 

The lunch and skittles were greatly enjoyed with 
more of each planned. 

Members were asked to compose a limerick on ‘the 
weather’ for the next group meeting (polite language 
only allowed). 

They also heard that a trip to see ‘Starlight Express’ 
had been so successful that another theatre visit is 
now in the pipeline. The forthcoming visit to the 
Houses of Parliament is already fully booked. Rag- 
rug, painting, and scrabble are to be enjoyed in the 
weeks ahead, and the busy Parish Room has a quiz, a 
coffee morning and lunch all booked which will hope¬ 
fully help to pay for the new boiler and lights. 


SEND US YOUR NEWS AND PHOTOS! 


View from the Blackdown Hills is your free community newspaper 
for the area. We welcome news and photos from individuals, groups, 
schools and organisations to publish in the paper. 

Send your news to blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 
or jackie@pemedia.co.uk 
or write to View from the Blackdown Hills 
Unit 3 St Michael’s Business Centre, Church Street, 

Lyme Regis, Dorset DT7 3EA 
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Shooting rights on Hemyock Common 


AT THE February meeting of Hemyock 
Parish Council PC Jeff Howley reported that 
a member of the public had made a complaint 
about people shooting illegally on Hemyock 
Common. 

He continued that the 2000 Countryside and 
Rights Of Way came into force to provide 
public access to certain types of land. The in¬ 
tention was not to prevent people from con¬ 
tinuing activities which they had carried out 


previously on a common. However, he said it 
was possible that the council would be re¬ 
quired to formally apply for and /or grant cer¬ 
tain permissions and/or request certain 
restrictions under the Act for the use of the 
commons. 

At the same meeting a member of the public 
had requested that he be granted individual 
shooting rights for Hemyock and Shuttleton 
Commons. 


After a further investigation by a member of 
the council and PC Howley it became appar¬ 
ent that no shooting rights were registered 
with Devon County Council for the commons. 

The clerk was asked to investigate the coun¬ 
cil’s legal position, insurance liability and 
what action the council needed to take to en¬ 
sure it complies with the relevant law. 

The parish council will then hold an open 
meeting where all interested parties can attend. 


Post office in a pub at Blagdon Hill 


FROM page 1 

Playing Fields Associa¬ 
tion. He supports the sum¬ 
mer fete and hosts the 
annual village Christmas 
party. 

His refurbished skittle 
alley is used for many 
events, most notably as ex¬ 
hibition space during Som¬ 
erset Arts Weeks for the 
five artists who live near 
Blagdon Hill. He points 
out that it can also be hired 
out for skittles! 

But the post office has 
offered the most chal¬ 
lenges so far. Mark has 
successfully had all the ap¬ 
plications approved to run 
a post office and, with the 
permissions in place, the 
building work will start 
this week. The post office 
counter will be part of the 
bar area, so he will be able 
to be serve drinks and 
weigh parcels from the 
same area. 

As well as the post office 
there will be a small shop 
area where customers will 


be able to buy emergency 
provisions, mostly sourced 
locally. 

“The shop will be a bit of 
an experiment,” admits 
Mark, “so we will be invit¬ 
ing local suppliers to take 
some shelf space and see 
how it goes. In the early 
stages I’ll be helped out by 
volunteers until we see 
how it takes off.” 

One local resident, David 
Blake, is sure it will be a 
success. 

“This is a brilliant pub,” 
he said. “It’s three or four 
miles to the next post of¬ 
fice, so I’m sure it will be 
very well used. People al¬ 
ready come to the Lamb & 
Flag for all sorts of events 
- indoor ‘car boot’ sales, 
jumble sales, folk music 
and themed nights.” 

“Don’t forget the Shake¬ 
speare,” chipped in an¬ 
other local, Fiona Willcox. 
“Mark gets down an Ox¬ 
ford Shakespeare company 
every summer for per¬ 


formances in the garden 
and it’s always a sell out.” 
The Post Office opening 


party will be on Friday, 
29th March and, if you run 
short of cash at the bar, 


you’ll be able to withdraw 
funds just a few feet away 
at the post office. 



Help to prevent future flood damage 


AN AMBITIOUS proposal to help pre¬ 
vent flooding in Somerset was launched 
by county councillors in February. 

The proposal follows a last minute gov¬ 
ernment funding windfall of more than 
£770,000 announced as the council’s own 
budget was being finalised. 

The extra cash would fund a proposal to 
set aside a total of £200,000 for landown¬ 
ers and residents to help them in the costs 
of clearing their roadside gullies and 
ditches through providing grants. 

Funding would also be used to see that 


essential work is prioritised. 

Cabinet member councillor Harvey 
Siggs said: “This is an important step to 
try and tackle flooding issues with all the 
problems and damage that causes. Many 
people, including landowners, do not re¬ 
alise that they are responsible for clearing 
gullies and ditches on their own property 
or land, it is not down to the council. But 
we are very aware of the tough financial 
times we are living in, and we have set up 
this flood prevention budget to help peo¬ 
ple out where we can.” 


View from the 

Blackdown Hills 

is produced by Tindle Newspapers Ltd 

We are pleased to include your news, 
photos and events in the paper. 

Please email any items for inclusion to 
blackdown@tindlenews.co.uk 
or telephone 
01297 446141 

For advertising 
please contact 
Alex Phryce-Jones 
on 

01297 35750 



T&G 

Recycling 



LtJ 


PAertcuay 
PUAMtrt/AePCA SAie 

Unit 4, East Devon 
Business Park, 
Wilmington EX14 9RL 

i 01404 831911 
Tel. Colin 07969 079982 
Jayne 07917 434742 

PLEASE HELP US TO SUPPORT MANY CHARITIES 
BY DONATING YOUR UNWANTED FURNITURE. 
WHITE GOODS ETC 

HOUSE CLEARANCE SERVICE PROVIDED 




Traditional, Bespoke Windows and Doors in Devon 



till 


Traditional Windows workshop* are based 
In Devon, we are designers, manufacturers, 
and installers of high quality Hardwood and 
Softwood traditional bespoke windows and 
doors, bi fold doors and Conservatories. 


Timber Sash Box Sash Restoration Timber Casement 
Oak Conservatories Oak Beam Buildings 


Drawing on many years of experience in the 
timber industry, we can offer you a full range 
of bespoke joinery, manufactured from 
sustainably sourced timber from local 
suppliers, using traditional Joinery methods 
combined with with modem machinery and 
techniques for new installation*, like for like 
replacements or an environmentally friendly 
alternative to PVCu, In eonjuctlon with 
double glazing, it can achieve the best 
thermal performance without the risk of 
internal surface condensation. 
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FENSA 


Registered Company 



Unit 4, Horn ton Business Park. Ottery Moor Lane, Houston Devon EX14 1BG 

t: 01404 758087 e: traditional-windows@hotmaiI.co.uk 
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Wildlife photo results 
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I FIRST PLACE: Brian Sweeting's Bank Vole 


SOMERSET Wildlife 
Trust has announced the 
results of its 2012/2013 
photographic competi¬ 
tion. 

Acclaimed 2020Vision 
photographer Guy Ed- 
wardes joined Matthew 
Marshall, the Trust’s Spe¬ 
cial Projects Officer, to 
judge this year’s compe¬ 
tition. 

They had the challeng¬ 
ing task of whittling 
down more than 300 im¬ 
ages of local wildlife and 
landscapes to choose 
their winning entry, and 
the top-ten that went for¬ 
ward for ‘The People’s 
Choice’ vote online. 

The judges’ first choice 
went to Brian Sweeting 
with ‘Bank Vole’. 

The judges commented: 
“A superb portrayal of a 
shy and secretive species. 
The image is well ex¬ 
posed, sharp and the vole 
stands out beautifully 
against the foliage.” 

Highly commended 
was ‘Common Darter’ by 
Alex Fieldhouse while 
‘Hidden Hare’ by Max 
Thompson Photography 
won the People’s Vote. 

The photo competition 
is open to all and the 
2013/2014 event will 
launch in July. Log onto 
the website www.somer- 
setwildlife.org for more 
details. 
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PEOPLE'S CHOICE: Hidden Hare 

Free apple trees to 
benefit communities 


I HIGHLY COMMENDED: Common Darter 


THE Blackdown Hills Transition Group have been 
awarded funding by the Blackdown Hills AONB for 
developing apple activities in the Blackdown Hills. 

Part of the funds are to purchase apple trees to be 
planted as community trees in the Blackdown Hills. 

The group would like to offer apple trees to 
parishes in the area to be planted for the benefit of 
the community. 

There are 25 trees available which will be allocated 
on a first come first served basis. 

Please e-mail Sandra Aldworth at 
saldworth2@aol.com to request a tree and the 
group will let you know what types are available. 

Please bear in mind that trees are best planted be¬ 
fore April. 


- Award Winning 
Sausages made on the 
Premises 

• Fresh Bread Daily 
from Seaton 

- Local Fresh Vegetables 

- Milk & Cream from 
Yarty Valley Yarcombc 

- Free Range Chicken 

• Fresh Meat Counter 




Bartlett’s Farm 

SHOP 


NOW TAKING ORDERS 
FOR EASTER WEEKEND 

GOOD, LOCAL, HONEST FOOD 

WHY NOT DROP IN FOR COFFEE, BREAKFAST, 
LIGHT LUNCH, CAKE & SEE WHAT WE HAVE 
TO OFFER IN OUR COFFEE SHOP 


- Local Cheeses 

- Free Range Lggs from 
Ottery St Mary 

- Cooked Meats 

- Local Wines & Beers 

• Locally Made Icc 
Cream From Otter 
Valley Monkton 

• Locally Made Pics / 
Quiches / Scoth Eggs 


OPENING TIMES 

Monday - Closed, Tuesday to Friday 9.00am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 9am - S.OOptn, Sunday 9.00am - 12noon 


Rod us at: 

Hayne Farm, Gitiaham, Honiton, Devon EX14 3PD (On the Edge of Heathpark) 
01404 44375 - www.bartlettsfarmshopdovon.co.uk 

Out farm provides the majority of the beef, lamb and pork or all from other local farmers. 
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Home grown script is a hit at All Saints 


T HEY do thing s a bit different in All 
Saints - especially when it comes to 
pantomime. 

If you study the list of past productions, you will note 
a distinct uniqueness about the title of most of the pan¬ 
tos they have staged over the years. 

Here’s just a few: Ali Baba Din, Not So Snow White 
Sidebawds and Drawers, Ali Baba and the Four Tea 
Thieves, The Good, The Bad and The Cider, Snow 
White and the Alternative Seven and Little Red Riding 
Hood and Mister Wolfe. 

Home grown scripts are a bit of a tradition and their 
21st production performed recently, Robin Hood, 
might be instantly recognisable but the script, I assure 
you, was most definitely not. 

There was a thread of the popular Robin Hood myth 
running through the show, but the action was given a 
modern-day theme by being staged at the European 
Banking Convention, featuring characters clearly 
based on some of the top players in the current Euro 
crisis, including the cleverly named Frau Angular 
Murky, at the Castle of Nowhereinparticular. 

The result was an extremely original script, probably 
the best locally written one I have come across in re¬ 
viewing pantomimes over 40 years and more, by the 
talented Jo Ellis, who was also co-producer with Janet 
Verplanke. 

I attended Robin Hood on the society’s gala night 
which they staged after serving a candlelit supper a 
week after the pantomime proper to boost their 
fundraising for a local good cause, on this occasion for 
the village hall. This adds to the informality of the 
evening and the cast certainly seemed to more relaxed 
than might have been expected. 

The audience certainly joined in the frivolity of the 
occasion, especially a contingent from Membury who 
rarely missed a chance to distract their fellow village 
thespians from sticking to the script. 

I’m never quite sure at All Saints whether forgetting 
lines is compulsory or written into the script as part of 
the fun! 



■ WELCOME to our show - from cleaning lady 
Christine Galvin 


THEATRE REVIEW 
by Philip Evans 

The storyline revolved around a meeting of assorted 
foreign dignitaries with nothing in common but a desire 
to protect their assets, culminating in frayed tempers, in¬ 
sults thrown and a mass walk-out. A rookie cook sum¬ 
moned her love-sick son, Robin Hood, and sent him on a 
mission to the local action group. 

The production opened with a welcome from the in¬ 
domitable Christine Galvin, relegated to the role of clean¬ 
ing the toilets, she said, although she played the part of 
the Queen and mysterious stranger, and gave an enthusi¬ 
astic rendering of “Another Opening Another Show”. 

The production featured a number of well chosen pop¬ 
ular songs, including “Puppy Love” and “Lilly The Pink” 
which added much to the overall enjoyment. 

I was particularly impressed with the performances of 
the two finance minsters - Gay Atkinson who maintained 
her German accent throughout wearing the most nuclear 
blonde pigtailed wig I have ever seen, and Michael Shaw 
who was hilarious in the role of the French economic 
minister with an accent which would not have been out 
of place in the hit TV series “Alio Alio”. 

They got good support in their nefarious efforts to drum 
up more taxes from Paul Frisby as the Chief Banker of 
Nowhereinparticular, and Clive Bareham as the Sheriff. 
Star of the show, however, was undoubtedly Steve Holt 
in the dame role of Mrs Hood, the cook. He dealt mag¬ 
nificently with the ad-libs and audience asides and was 
particularly funny in his rendering of “Bad Things Are 
Just Around The Corner.” 

David Campbell’s portrayal of Robin Hood did not ex¬ 
actly fit the image of the swashbuckling superhero; it was 
an altogether more impish portrayal but delivered with 
great skill. 

In a strong cast with a number of youngsters performing 
with confidence, there were other performances of note , 
including Jane Pollard as theeye-luttering Mad Marion, 
Janet Verplanke and the scary witch, Lily The Pink, Dave 
Wicken as the itinerant musician and Mick Crook as the 
Irish Tinker. 



■ NOTHING LIKE A DAME: Star of the show Steve Holt 
who played the part of Mrs Hood with great gusto 


Full cast 

Paul Frisby (Lord Emerald), Gay Atkinson (Frau An¬ 
gular Murky), Michael Shaw (Monsieur NicolTea-cosi), 
Clive Bareham (Sheriff), Steve Holt (Mrs Hood), David 
Campbell (Robin Hood), Jane Pollard (Maid Marion), 
Rita Holt (Olivia), Alan Hollidge (Little John), Jacqui 
Baggott (Will Scarlet), Martin Ellis (Friar Tuck), Mick 
Crook (Ben Barrell), Dave Wicken (Alan O’Dale), Leila 
Salter (Masie), Zoe Ellis (Bessie), Janet Verplanke 
(Katherine), Ryan Loveridge (Secateur Sam/Guard), 
Stephen Apsey (Axe Man Dan/Guard), Caroline Nuns 
(witch), Jayne Hart (witch), Jo Ellis (witch), Janet Van- 
derplanke (fairy), Christine Galvin (Galvin). Children - 
Amanda Apsey, Maddie Dare, Sophie Ellis, Annabel 
Mackenny, Lucy Mackenny, Emma Summerhayes, Leo 
Verplanke. 


Production 

Jo Ellis (script), Jo Ellis and Janet Verplanke (produc¬ 
ers), Tina Mackenny (musical director), Jo Ellis and 
Daphne Heighway (wardrobe), Clive Bareham (scenery 
design), Jo Ellis and Janet Verplanke( props), Philippe 
and Olivia Verplanke (lighting), Anthea Bareham (box 
office), Sharon Apsey and Allison Verplanke (children’s 
chaperones), Hary Hall, Shelagh and Terry Cadden 
(front of house), Sheila Hall (make up), Shelagh 
Barnard (curtains), Diana Jenner (prompt), Alan Storey 
and Jean Shaw (bar), Jayne Hart (programme), St 
Mary’s Primary School, Axminster (printing of pro¬ 
grammes), Jayne Hart (publicity), Gill Campbell (pho¬ 
tographs), John Gough (DVD). 



■ PLOTTERS AT WORK: The German Finance Minster (Gay Atkinson), French Economic Minister (Michael 
Shaw) conspiring with Chief Banker (Paul Frisby) and the Sheriff (Clive Bareham) at the European Banking 
Convention 



■ THE cast of Robin Hood line up for the finale 


Tim Whitcombe 

PLANT HIRE AND FENCING 
CONTRACTORS 

(Equestrian Specialist) 

Construction of high quality, full drained arenas. All 
types of surfaces available. Refurbishment of existing 
arenas etc. All fencing materials used now carry a 
15-year anti-rot guarantee. 

ALL GROUNDWORKS & EARTHMOVING UNDERTAKEN PONDS 
& LAKES ETC 

CONCRETING, YARDS, DRIVEWAYS, STABLES, BASES 

All types of high quality fencing supplied and erected! 

THE OLD POST OFFICE, CULMSTOCK 
NR CULLOMPTON, DEVON 
01884 840 224 • 07850 937 001 

www.timwhitcombe.co.uk 



To advertise contact 
Alex Phryce-Jones 
on 01297 35750 


<?/iLlowbrook 
NURSERIES AND 
GARDEN CENTRE 


A wide choice from 401 varieties 
First, Second Early s and Mamcrop 
On»ons and shallots also available 


SPRING COLOUR 
Spring Bedding - Primroses 
Heathers - Alpines - Conifers 
Trees - Clematis - Hellebores 
NEW Rose collections for 2013 
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A choice of native & ornamental 
varieties including Laurel, Willow, 
Beech, Hawthorn & Blackthorn 


On the main A3B Taunton / Wellington 

wsRw.MtlawbrockmsrMryandgardanantrv.co.iA 

TELEPHONE : 01823 461324 


FREE LOCAL DELIVERY • FREE PARKING 
LOTS OF KD5 AND HATTRESSCS IN STOCK 


R & S CARPETS & BEDS 

- Est 1991 - 

Telephone: 01404 43783 
18 KING STREET, HONITON 


♦ DULFORD 

NURSERIES 

Cullompton 

Tree & Shrub Specialists 

Native, Ornamental & 
Specimen Trees 
Conifers 

Shrubs and Hedging 

More than 1500 varieties 
Expert and friendly advice 
P/anting service 

Tel: 01884 266 361 

dulford.nurseries@virgin.net 

www.dulford-nurseries.co.uk 



SLEEPING 

WELL? 
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Where to collect your 
VIEW from the 
Blackdown Hills 

Available free every month from: 


AXMINSTER 

BLAGDON HILL 

BROADHEMBURY 

CHARD 


CHARDSTOCK 

CHURCHINFORD 


CLAYHIDON 


COMBE RAYLEIGH 


HEMYOCK 


HONITON 


HOWLEY 

KENTISBEARE 

KILMINGTON 


MEMBURY 

MONKTON 

OFFWELL 


PAYHEMBURY 

ROCKWELL GREEN 

SMALLRIDGE 

SMEATHARPE 

STOCKLAND 

TAUNTON 


TIVERTON 


TRULL 

UFFCULME 


WADEFORD 

WAMBROOK 


WATERLOO CROSS 
WELLINGTON 
WEST BUCKLAND 


YARCOMBE 


Mole Avon 
TIC 

Lamb & Flag 
PO 

Library 
Power Shoes 
TIC 
PO 

Churchinford Store 
York Inn 
Doctors Surgery 
Heazle Farm 
Half Moon 
Merry Harriers 
Churchill Motors 
Jackson Nursery 
The Village Shop 
Mole Valley 
Holman Clavel 
Strand Store 
PO 
Spar 

School of Flying 
Air Centre 
Lakeview Manor 
Highfield Garage 
MST Auctioneers 
Catherine Wheel 
Ivy Cafe, Brook 
House 

Post Office & Stores 
Halifax Building 
Society 

Brookridge Timber 
Doctors Surgery 
Spar 

Blackdown Hills 

AONB Office 

TIC 

Slades 

Countrywise 

Town Council 

New St Newsagents 

Stags Estate Agents 

Howley Tavern 

PO 

PO 

Old Inn 

Millers Farm Shop 
Village Shop & PO 
Oaklands Farm Shop 
Offwell Stores 
Sundial and 
Colour Wheel Plants 
Windmill Garage 
PO 

Golden Pet Supplies 
The Ridgeway Inn 
Farm Shop 
King’s Arms 
TIC 

Wyvale Garden 

Centre 

TIC 

District Council 
Wyvale Garden 
Centre 
Post Office 
Village Shop 
Coldharbour Mill 
Co-op 

Osmond Stores 
The Haymaker 
Barleymows 
Farm Shop 
Feme Animal 
Sanctuary 
Pub 

The Old Well 
TIC 

Webbers 

Blackdown Garden 
Centre 

West Buckland 
Stores 

Willowbrook Nursery 
The Belfry 


COOMBE ST NICHOLAS 

CULLOMPTON 

CULM HEAD 

CULMSTOCK 

DALWOOD 

DUNKESWELL 


Government pledges more 
support for rural services 


ENGLAND'S biggest 
mral partnership has wel¬ 
comed a government 
promise to do more to 
support mral areas and 
manage the extra costs of 
delivering public serv¬ 
ices in the countryside. 

The pledge, by local 
government minister 
Brandon Lewis, follows 
a campaign by the Rural 
Services Network for a 
fairer deal for rural local 
authorities. 

Mr Lewis said he had 
already spoken to indi¬ 
vidual local authority 
leaders, councillors and 
other representatives, 
And he pledged that he 
would continue listening. 

He said: “Because we 
are listening, we are 
going to do more to sup¬ 
port rural areas and man¬ 
age the extra costs of 


delivering services in 
those areas.” 

Mr Lewis also con¬ 
firmed that he was open 
to having further discus¬ 
sions about the perceived 
disparity between rural 
and urban funding. 

“I have an open-door 
policy and am very 
happy to continue dis¬ 
cussions, and I hope mral 
areas will be able to put 
together evidence - per¬ 
haps through their Rural 
Services Network - to 
back up some of their 
figures and prove their 
case.” 

Speaking in response, 
Rural Services Network 
chief executive Graham 
Biggs MBE said: "De¬ 
spite an additional one- 
off £8.5m of funding the 
total grant to rural au¬ 
thorities has fallen about 


two per cent more than 
that to urban authorities. 
"With so few discre¬ 
tionary services left, mral 
authorities still face 
deeper cuts into their 
basic provision while 
their residents already 
pay higher council taxes 
than urban dwellers. 

DISAPPOINTED 
“We have been mas¬ 
sively disappointed with 
the settlement this year. 

“We desperately need 
to get the Government to 
understand the perilous 
situation that services in 
rural areas are reaching. 

“We appreciate the ges¬ 
ture of the £8.5 m and 
have the evidence to 
back up our figures and 
prove our case. 

“We will also be able to 
demonstrate the impact 
of any further cuts on 


rural services. 

“We therefore very 
much welcome the min¬ 
ister’s invitation for fur¬ 
ther discussions with 
rural constituency MPs, 
who we are happy to 
support." 

The Rural Services 
Network is a group of 
more than 200 organisa¬ 
tions working together to 
improve the delivery of 
rural services across 
England. 

The two operating arms 
of the network are the 
Sparsity Partnership for 
Authorities Delivering 
Rural Services 

(SPARSE) and the Rural 
Services Partnership. 

Further information 
and a full list of members 
are available at 
w ww.rsnonline .org .uk 


NEWS briefs 

■ A GARDEN ornament has been stolen from the 
front garden of a house in Dalwood. 

The large marble grey ball was taken at some point 
between 7pm on Monday, February 18th and 10am 
the following day. Anyone with information is asked 
to call police on 101. The incident reference is 
KA/13/95. 

■ ST MARY'S Church Luppitt church will be holding 
a table top sale in the Mackarness Hall, adjacent to 
St.Paul's in Honiton, on Saturday, March 16th be¬ 
tween 9am and 12:30pm. 

Spare tables are available to sell goods or raise 
funds for charity. 

The cost per table is £10, payable on reservation 
to Luppitt Church, who will publicise the event and 
arrange barkers on the High Street during the sale. 
Entry will be free. 

To reserve a table, please ring either Mike Jones 
on 01404 45308 or Phil Bennett on 01404 42839. 

The church will be selling brie a brae, 'Good as 
New' clothes (not jumble), home produce, un¬ 
wanted gifts, and plants. Anyone prepared kindly to 
donate goods for sale is asked to contact Mike or 
Phil. 

■ CHAINSAWS and other equipment were stolen 
when thieves broke into two garages in Clayhidon 
on February 5th. 

Anyone with any information about this crime is 
asked to contact police on 101 quoting crime num¬ 
bers crime numbers KU/13/75 and KU/13/77. 


Helping business with expertise and funding 


A FREE event aimed at helping businesses raise their 
profile is taking place in East Devon in March. 

If you are in business and want to give your company 
and products a boost, then this event offers essential ad¬ 
vice for planning and improving your marketing. 

Organised by the Blackdown Hills Business Associa¬ 
tion (BHBA) and the Business Information Point (BIP), 
it takes place on Thursday March 21st at Bicton 
EaRTH, East Budleigh, from 6pm to 8.30pm. 

The sessions include information on the ingenious and 


free ways to get publicity for your business and another 
on how small businesses can be brilliant. 

In addition, there are free surgeries on IT and social 
media, planning and business advice and on renewable 
energy options. While this event focuses particularly 
on the food and drink sector, all businesses are wel¬ 
come to attend. It can be booked through the BHBA 
website www.bhba.org.uk - any business registering 
online will instantly be advertised on the booking site 


- or by ringing 01823 681484. 

A similar event is also taking place on Tuesday, 
March 5th at the Donkey Sanctuary near Sidmouth and 
kicks off with a full English breakfast at 7.15am. 

Once again an expert shares the secrets of marketing 
on a shoestring, while another explains effective meth¬ 
ods of marketing your business online so it stands out 
and reaches your target market. 

This free event, which runs until 9.30am, has been 
organised by BIP and the Federation of Small Busi¬ 
nesses and can be booked by calling the freephone 
number 0330 10000338. 

There will also be plenty of opportunities for net¬ 
working at these events, which are supported by Mak¬ 
ing it Local and East Devon District Council as well 
as a number of other organisations. 

• BIP is also offering a helping hand for East Devon 
businesses that need a cash injection, 

Two new grant schemes are now available and open 
for applications by small and medium sized businesses. 
But finding out about the right funding option and how 
to unlock it isn’t always easy, which is why a workshop 
has been set up to explain all. 

Petra Davies, Business Advisor for the Business In¬ 
formation Point (BIP), the Devon based business sup¬ 
port agency which has organised the event said: ‘The 
trick is knowing what funding is available, what best 
suits your company 
and how to make a 
successful applica¬ 
tion for these 
sources of funding. 

This workshop on 
business develop¬ 
ment grants will 
help you do just 
that.’ 

The workshop is 
being held at two 
venues to give all 
relevant business 
owners a chance to 
attend - Tuesday 
March 12th at the Lakeview Manor Hotel, Dunkeswell 
and Tuesday March 19th at the Sidholme Hotel, Sid¬ 
mouth. Both start at 5.00pm with registration and net¬ 
working, with the workshop running from 5.30 - 
8.00pm. It costs £20 and can be booked on www.bip- 
westdevon.biz or by calling the freephone number 
0330 1000338. 

As well as making successful grant applications, the 
workshop will include information on applications for 
loans from high street banks and the South West In¬ 
vestment Group, factoring, and crowdfunding. The 
event is supported by Making it Local and East Devon 
District Council as well as a number of other organi¬ 
sations. 

# THE Business Information Point (BIP) is a not-for- 
profit organisation which has been providing high quality 
advice and training to small and medium sized businesses 
since 1993 


Blackdown Hills 

Business Association 


Join the Blackdown Hills 
Business Association in 2013 

We have been supporting businesses for over 30 years 

Join us and you will get free online directory entries, discounts on 
advertising in the 2013 Blackdown Hills Directory and in the 
View from the Blackdown Hills 

Join us and you will get invites to the Honiton show, Taunton markets, 
FREE training, socials and networking events 

Membership of the BHBA is £50 per year 

For more information, please contact Val Baker on 01823 681484 
or email info@bhba.org.uk www.bhba.org.uk 

You are invited to attend a business fair 
In Business at Bicton EaRTH 

on Thursday, 21 March between 6.00pm and 8.30pm 
at Bicton EaRTH, East Budleigh, 

(Opposite the entrance to Bicton Park) 

ENTRY is FREE 

All businesses are welcome to attend 

To avoid dissapointment, please book your place on the workshops 
or your free one-to-one advice sessions before the event. 


BHBA at St Ivel House, Station Road, Hemyock, Cullompton, Devon EX15 3SJ. 
E: info@bhba.org.uk orT: 01823 681484 www.bhba.org.uk. 




Petra Davis 
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OF HONITON 

THE BED TAILOR NATURAL range by Harrison - 
Luxurious comfort from using the finest natural materials 
combined with innovative design & the latest 
technology to ensure the ultimate sleeping experience 


134 High Street, Honiton, Devon. EX14 1JP - 01404 42436 
www.bestsofhoniton.co.uk 

CUSTOMER CAR PARK OFF OF KING STREET WITH ACCESS TO REAR OF STORE 

BROWSE AT YOUR LEISURE 

Home service selection on Electric Lift & Rise Recliners, Fireside chairs and Carpets, Vinyls 



March is National 
Bed Month 


SIENA - a unique collection of solid oak bedroom 
furniture manufactured to an exceptionally high 
standard guaranteeing a beautiful simple design 
which is both practical & visibly appealing 


Want to be a NIGHT RACER? - Choose high gloss red, white or blue 
for the ultimate boy racer themed bedroom the bed frame takes a 
standard size mattress and can be accompanied by 4 matching 
pieces of furniture. This range is supplied flat packed and as an 
introductory price the car bed frame is £135, the bedside chest £59, 
toy box £66, gas pump cabinet £135, 4 drawer chest £144 


MARCH 2013 
HERALDS THE 
24TH NATIONAL 
BEDMONTH 
TO CELEBRATE 
WE HAVE 
REDUCED PRICES 
FOR EVERYTHING 
IN THE BEDROOM 
- BEDS, 
BEDSTEADS, 
MATTRESSES, 
ADJUSTABLE 
BEDS, SOFA BEDS, 
BEDROOM 
FURNITURE AND 
CARPETS 





IP 


Beautiful Bedroom 
Furniture 



HAMPSHIRE is a premium oak bedroom range that has been 
designed to blend effortlessly with any bedroom design. It oozes 
quality craftsmanship, solid construction, neat distressed metal 
handles and a variety of draws and wardrobes to hide away your 
belongings. A must for every woman is a dressing table where she 
can prepare for the day ahead with stool and mirror to match. 

A perfect addition to your home giving you 
pleasure for many years to come 


FREE 

DELIVERY 

WITHIN 
25 MILES ON 
GOODS 
OVER £150 

FREE 

ASSEMBLY 

ON FURNITURE 
EXCLUDING 
NIGHT RACER 



Relax & rejuvenate with the electric powered SALUS 
adjustable bed. The pocket sprung mattress has pressure 
relieving memory foam which contours to the shape of your 
body, soft or regular feel available. 

Subject to status the 3’ bed is available 
VAT Exempt from an amazing £589 


^/nrlvrm 


Aqjl 


CORNISH - a collection of painted pine bedroom furniture 
with solid oak tops and knobs available in white, cream, ivory, 
trevi or mushroom. Sophistication and grace spring to mind 
with this classic cool stunning bedroom range. 

A large choice of pieces in this range ensures 
great flexibility for every size room. _ 





The METZ chair 
bed and sofa bed, 
starting from £359 
during March in a 
large choice of 
fabrics 


Be one of the first to try the new adjustable 
beds by Sherborne Upholstery- British made 
for comfort quality and reliability. Probably 
the strongest Adjustable beds available. 


The ECLIPSE 
bedstead - a 
timeless design 
bedstead with a 
sleigh headboard 
and footboard 
available in 4’ and 
4’6” at £205 5’ £226 


ARPET r & A GREAT DEAL 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


WORKING OUR 

WOODLANDS 


Blackdown and 
East Devon 
Woodland Association 
with 

JOHN GREENSHIELDS 



■ IT'S OFFICIAL! The Woodland Fair will be going ahead on 
July 6th this year 


Hedgelaying by royal invitation 



■ HEDGELAYING CHAMPION: Roger Parris of Yarcome 



■ HRH Prince Charles ■ Matt Baker ■ Adam Henson 


A S I am writing this column it 
has stopped raining for a few 
days -yippee. We have done 
no work in our woodlands at all this 
winter, so we hope to get in soon . 

I finished pruning the apple or¬ 
chard and other fruit trees it took two 
full days, but I have noticed that due 
to the lack of fruit last year, the trees 
have put a spurt on. I slacked off the 
rubber straps this time last year and 
have had to slacken them off again, 
and in some cases remove them al¬ 
together as the tree has got too big. 

I am going to have a couple of 
hives of bees this year to help with 
the pollination before the wind bows 
the blossom off. 

The Woodland Trust is giving 
away free trees to parish councils, 
schools and communities around the 
country to enhance the environment 
we live int. 

Trees, as you know, create wildlife 
habitats as well as producing carbon 
sinks. Apparently the UK is one of 
the least wooded countries in Europe 
with only four per cent of native 
woodland cover. To benefit from this 
offer go to woodlantrust.org.uk/com- 
munitytrees 

This is the last chance to plant this 
winter, so we have been out planting 
like mad the last couple of days. One 
of our projects is a lha oak wood 
which has taken two years to plan 
and plant, but is really looking quite 
good now. It is very important to fol¬ 
low through after planting. I check 
all one to four-year-old planted trees 
every month for damage and growth, 
as it is important to nip things in the 
bud (if you pardon the pun). 

We are very lucky were we are that 


we have no red or fallow deer, as 
these larger deer are extremely diffi¬ 
cult to stop when damaging young 
trees. I have seen whole plantations 
ruined by them, even fences some¬ 
times will not keep them out. So al¬ 
though we complain about our roe 
deer we should think ourselves 
lucky. 

The Woodland Association is host¬ 
ing a horselogging course in March, 
but it is very over subscribed so we 
will be running another in Septem¬ 
ber (details will be on the website). 
We will also be running another tree 
grading one-day course on April 
24th. These courses have been very 
popular, as it helps woodland owners 
know the worth of their woodland 


while its still standing. 

The Culmwoods project (see web 
site for information 

www.woodbiz.co.uk) had its first of¬ 
ficial meeting in February and very 
successful it was too. The woodland 
co-op is setting up to work in un¬ 
managed woodlands in exchange for 
wood fuel. They now have insurance 
enabling them to operate in Wood¬ 
land Trust and National Trust woods. 

Some dates to put in your diary - 
March 6th is the Woodland Associa¬ 
tion AGM at Buckland st Mary vil¬ 
lage hall, and, yes, it’s official the 
Woodland Fair is going ahead on 
July 6th. 

01823660764 

parkfarm @tiny online .co.uk 


ROGER and Christine Parris from 
Yarcombe were honoured to be in¬ 
vited to spend a day at HRH Prince 
Charles’ estate in Highgrove. 

Roger is an award winning hedge- 
layer and this was his fourth invita¬ 
tion to compete in the hedgelaying 
competition on the royal estate. 

Prince Charles is the patron of the 
National Hedgelaying Society. 

Roger was invited as an ex-com- 
petition winner laying in the Devon 
style at national level in 2001 and 
2007. 

Roger said: “I entered for the 
fourth time laying in the Derbyshire 
style and was overwhelmed to be 
awarded fourth place in a class of 
nine professional Derbyshire hedge- 
layers. 

This to me was just as rewarding 


as winning the National Hedgelay¬ 
ing Competition previously. I felt 
very honoured to be there. 

“Before the presentation Matt 
Baker and Adam Henson from the 
BBC 1 Countryfile programme in¬ 
troduced me to Camilla, Duchess of 
Cornwall. 

“We talked about hunting and 


hedgelaying while enjoying refresh¬ 
ments in the barn on bales of straw. 

‘Prince Charles and Camilla spoke 
to many competitors and followers 
in an informal and relaxed atmos¬ 
phere. 

“It was a very enjoyable day. 
Hopefully an invite from Highgrove 
will arrive, next year too!” 


3*%uig £ Son 

I uncral Director* 

|-.*t 18*#$ 


Pring and Sons serving the local community 
in the Blackdown Hills and Culm Valley 
with four generations of tradition providing 
a personalised, friendly and professional service, 
to meet each family's individual requirements. 

Most arrangements made in your own home. 

Tel: 01823 680405 Mob : 07860 390002 (24hr) 

Email: pringandson@aol.com 

www.pring-and-son-funeral-directors.co.uk 

Culmstock Road, Hemyock EX 15 3RJ 


Skills erf t/ie. V/tl/s 

Saturday 9 th March 2013 

Furley Cross, Yarty Farm, Membury. Near EX 13 7JT 


The 16th Annual 
Celebration of 
Hedgelaying and 
Hedgerow Crafts in 
the Blackdown Hills. 




Hedgelaying Competition 
Hedgerow Crafts: 
Demonstrations & Activities 
Stalls Selling Local Goods 
Hot Food and Refreshments 
Tool and Equipment Sales 
and much more... 


Spectator Parking from 9:30am - £2 per Car 



The Blackdown Hills Hedge Association 
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Westcrete 


WESTCRETE is a small, friendly, family 
business that has offered a professional 
and dedicated service to trade and retail 
customers for over 50 years. Westcrete 
provides quality landscaping and build¬ 
ing supplies as well as ready mixed con¬ 
crete and screed for collection or 
delivery. Our comprehensive range of 
natural stone & concrete paving slabs 
are sourced from quality manufacturers, 
including an excellent budget range 
that offers great value for money! A 
beautiful range of natural limestone and 
sandstone paving ethically sourced, is 
also available at very affordable prices. 

Gardeners, landscapers and builders 
can benefit from our extensive product 
range including decorative aggregates, 
building & gardening materials. West¬ 
crete supplies a crane off-load delivery 
service and mini-mix truck allowing us 
to deliver locally especially where access 
is limited. 

Westcrete's excellent support service 
includes calculating quantities as re¬ 
quired and giving advice to those wish¬ 
ing to do their own construction work. 

Don't forget to check the Company's 
website www.westcrete-ltd.co.uk for 
their latest Special Offers, it also provides 
a useful selection of information and tips 
to customers from a beginners guide to 
laying a patio to technical advice. 





MNR Mowers 


FROM a strimmer to a ride-on-mower and everything in 
between, MNR Mowers is a leading specialist centre for the 
sale, repair and servicing of horticultural machinery. With 
many years of experience in the industry, we know what 
we're talking about and pride ourselves on our competitive 
prices, exceptional service and sound advice. We stock all 
the big names at our showroom in Honiton, East Devon, 
where we offer a wide range of mowers of all sizes, chain 
saws, hedge-trimmers, strimmers, brush-cutters, blowers, 
shredders vacuums and scarifiers, along with spare parts 
for most major brands, all at competitive prices. 

We are a main dealer for John Deere, Alko, Stihl, Rover, 
Husqvarna, Hayter,Tanaka and Countax. 

Servicing and repairs are carried out in our workshop; we 
offer a reliable service, with over 60 years of combined ex¬ 
perience and knowledge. All staff are trained in garden ma¬ 
chinery mechanics and can offer friendly advice and a 
complete service from repairs and servicing on all types of 
garden machinery to the sales of spare parts and new ma¬ 
chines. 



At MNR Mowers 
we offer a collec¬ 
tion and delivery 
service for all cus¬ 
tomers in the East 
Devon area 
whether you are 
buying new 
equipment or are 
having your ma¬ 
chinery serviced. 

MNR Mowers are 
open Monday to 
Friday from 
9.00am to 5.30pm 
and Saturday 
9.00am-1.00pm, 
give us a call today 
on 01297 548301 


5k 


On/the/ 



/ 


Perrie Hale Forest Nursery 


WE ARE a family business established in 1957 at our 
site near Honiton East Devon. Last year we sold in excess 
of 700,000 plants for woodland creation, timber produc¬ 
tion, hedgerows and amenity. 

We specialise in propagating and growing species of 
trees and shrubs which are found growing in the woods 
and hedgerows of the British Isles. 

We grow on 14 acres of well drained ground on the 
edge of the Blackdown Hills. We can offer bare-rooted 
seedlings/transplants and feathered whips in a wide range 
of species. 

Feel free to get 
in touch if you 
have any ques¬ 
tions or enquiries 
on 01404 43344 
or visit us at Per¬ 
rie Hale Forest 
Nursery, North - 
cott Hill, Hon- 
tion, Devon. 

EX14 9TH. 



as® 
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Northcote Hill, Honiton, Devon 
01404 43344 - www.perriehale.co.uk 



(•Maa 

We supply a wide range of Paving, Walling, Edgings and Coping including 
natural stone to help you create the perfect look for your garden. 

A variety of Decorative Aggregates to choose from either Loose or Bagged. 
Top Soil, Compost and Bark chippings are also now available. 


£ 03 °) 


Call us now...01297 32002 

Visit us online, vvww.wesfcrete-/td.cg.u k 

Stoney Bridges | Castle Hill | Axminster | Devon | EX13 5RL 




FULLY 
QUALIFIED 
AND FACTORY 
TRAINED 
HORTICULTURAL 
ENGINEERS 

SALES * SERVICE * SPARES 

Collection & Delivery Service 
Available in East Devon 

• BLOWERS 

• HEDGE TRIMMERS 

• SHREDDERS 

• CHAINSAWS 

• GARDENTRACTORS 

• LEAFVACUUMS 

• BRUSHCUTTERS 

• LAWN MOWERS OPENING HOURS 

• STRIMMERS Mon - Fri 9am - 5.30pm 

Sat 9am-12pm 

Fax: 01404 548301 

01404 548300 

Unit 8 Devonshire Court, 
Heathpark Industrial Estate, Honiton 
email: mnrmowersltd@unit8.eclipse.co.uk 
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View from the Blackdown Hills 


Leisure/? mew 


To advertise 
contact 
Alex 

Phryce-Jones 
on 01297 35750 


Snake in the grass Reliving the war years in Dunkeswell 


TAUNTON Thespians will be presenting Alan Ayck¬ 
bourn's "Snake in the Grass" at the Tacchi-Morris Arts 
Centre in Taunton, from March 12th to 16th. 

A sunlit garden, sisters reunited after many years'sep¬ 
aration, a former nurse with a grievance and questions 
surrounding a recent death. From these ingredients, the 
award winning playwright stirs up a gripping thriller. 

The mystery and suspense is leavened by his charac¬ 
teristic humour. The situation twists and turns as we 
learn more about the three very different women: 
Annabel, a business woman whose assertive exterior 
hides a shameful secret; her stay-at-home sister Miriam 
who longs for love and nurse Alice, the outsider, who 
threatens to destroy what remains of the sisters' peace 
of mind. 

Long-buried family secrets come to the surface in this 
story of relationships and revenge. As night begins to 
fall, is it only the past which comes back to haunt them? 

Or is there something else hiding in the shadows? 

Performances will be at 7.30 pm each evening and at 
2.30pm on Saturday. Tickets are £10 (full price) and £3 
(students, under 16s and unwaged) and are available 
from the Taunton Tourist Information Centre on 01823 
336344 or the Tacchi Morris Box Office on 01823 414141 
or online at: tacchi-morris.com 

• THE president oftheTaunton Thespians, John Meikle 
has launched an appeal for volunteers to get the Brew- 
house Theatre in Taunton open again after it went into 
administration last month. 

He said: "The Brewhouse is our spiritual home which 
former members battled for decades to build." 

A form to register interest and support is available is 
available to download from the website: 

www.tauntonthespians.org.uk 


T HE launch celebration for Dunkeswell 
War Stories, a new online film resource, 
will take place at the Aviator Cafe at 
Dunkeswell Airfield on Wednesday, April 3rd at 
7pm. 

The film resource is about the arrival of the 
American Naval airbase station in the village 
during the Second World War. 

There will be touchscreens to try, a big screen 
film to watch, 1940s music and dancing and a 
warm welcome for all ages. Those attending are 
welcome to dress up in 1940s style, or come as 
you are. 

Designed for children and families, the project 
will tell the stories of a community at war 70 
years ago and the impact that the wartime con¬ 
struction of the airfield had on local life. 

It will also show how the shape of the land¬ 
scape gave the Blackdown Hills unique strate¬ 
gic importance. 

Produced by digital film company Dream Ma¬ 
chine Media, which is based nearby, the project 
sought to link the memories of local people who 


experienced the war with those who served 
and died fulfilling Dunkeswell’s vital wartime 
role. 

Dream Machine producer Dr Phil Hall, who 
worked with local volunteers including 
school children and history groups, to tell the 
stories for a new audience, said he had rarely 
encountered such rich and varied experi¬ 
ences. 

“Many of the people we spoke to to were 
themselves children during the war, and 
share our passion for ensuring that future 
generations understand the contribution 
that Dunkeswell played 70 years ago,” he 
said 

The project is supported by the Heritage 
Lottery Fund, Devon County Council and 
Dunkeswell Parish Council. 

There is no cost for the celebration 
launch evening and no need to book. 

For more information contact the 
Blackdown Hills AONB team on 01823 
680681 / blackdownhills@devon.gov.uk 


Dancing in Luppitt 

BALLROOM, sequence and old time danc¬ 
ing will be on offer at Luppitt Village Hall 
on Friday March 15th. 

The dancing will be accompanied by Ray 
Denning and there will be a bring and 
share supper. 

Tickets cost £6 on the door and the 
evening starts at 8pm 



Entente cordiale in the Blackdown Hills 


THE VILLAGES of Hemyock,Clayhidon and Culmstock 
are twinned with a similar group of villages on the 
River Loire in France. 

In May the twinning association will be hosting 67 
people from France, several of which are young fam¬ 
ilies new to twinning. 

Twinners are looking for any residents in the area 
who might like to host some French visitors and start 
a new friendship. 


They will be in the area for three nights, Wednesday 
May 8th to Saturday 11th. with trips organised on 
Thursday and Friday and a party for everyone on the 
Friday evening. 

They will return the hospitality the twinners visit 
France in May 2014. 

Anyone who is interested in hosting a family or 
would like more information is asked to contact Karen 
on 01823 681034 or kazapinder@hotmail.com 


FORDE ABBEY & gardens 


Plant Fair 

Sunday 3rd March 
10am - 4pm 

Over 30 stalls of plants from specialist nurseries & enthusiasts, as well as garden sundries. 

Crocus Week 2 nd - 10 th March 




Free posy for every mother on Mothering Sunday! 

Tearoom, Gift Shop & Plant Nursery open. Free parking. Wheelchair access. 

Please sec our website for more events. 


www.fordeabbev-gardens-dorset.co.uk 01460 221290 infof// fordeabbev.co.uk 

4m SE Chard TA20 4I.U Signposted front the A30 & A358 
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LIFESTYLE 

COMPLETE 

KITCHENS 


including 


range master 


appliances 


21 RANGES AVAILABLE FROM £2699 


COR0O6A FURNITURE 
I x High Wall Broom Cabinet 500mm 
1 x 2 Door 1000mm High Wall Cabinet 
2x 2 Door 1000mm ftase Cabinet 
1 x 3 Drawer Pack 500mm 
I * Drawer Line Bote 300mm 
2 a Lengths oh Plnth 
WORKTOP: 4nu600**ru38mm 
APPLIANCES Rangem*** RM$90 
Rangecooke' and LBHDC Chimney 
Hood. Sink & Tap Pock 


MEDIUM or 0, 

HIGH wall 
cawnets 


t&ZrsCf 




m 






CORDOBA 




CORDOBA 

PACKAGE 

INCLUDES 

A SAVING OF 
OVER £300 ON 
THE RANGEMASTER 
RMS90 RANGE 
COOKER AND 
LEIHDC HOOD 


UPGRADE TO THE 



TOLEDO TOLS90LDF 
FOR ONLY AN 
ADDITIONAL £229 

CHOICE Of 5 COtOUtS 


M 


■Al^tt ^VATOW. Psi. 


In Arm c*db* 2» dtic** t^nmvr 
mt » «m At* 

Im <t4nii »dci hrcka^pm dam 

rctmfc ■ inAj fc u i tv Lift 



waterside 


KITCHENS LIMITED 


FOR MORE DETAILS 
CONTACT KEITH ON 
01460 271300 
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Local Services 


Heating Oil 


Speak to the heating oil experts! 

We are a local independent oil company 
specialising in domestic customers 

Mini Tanker available 

Collection facilities 

Talk to us up until 9pm, 7 days a week 
Owners: Andrew Hewitt and Trevor Rolph 


Monument Fuels 

01823 650999 


The Fuel Depot, Foxmoor Business Park, 
Wellington, TA21 9PH 


in the Blackdown Hills 


www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 


Building Services 




FOR A COMPLETE BUILDING SERVICE 

QUALITY, RELIABILITY AND PEACE OF MIND ASSURED 

CALL 01884 840 037 or 07778 899 685 
for a FREE estimate 
12 Kitwell Street, Uffculme, 
Cullompton, Devon, EX15 3AP 


a 


1 


Garages 




L 


1 


Tytherleigh Vehicle Electrics 
• ALL LEADING BRANDS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES 

• KUHMO TYRE DEALERS 

• FREE INFLATION ON KUMHO TYRES 

• ALL INCLUSIVE PRICES, INCLUDING NEW VALVES, 
WHEEL BALANCING AND TYRE DISPOSAL 

WE STILL SPECIALISE IN AUTO-ELECTRICAL SERVICES 

• ENGINE MANAGEMENT DIAGNOSTICS 
•i ABS & AIRBAG TESTING & REPAIR 

• AIR CONDITIONING, BATTERIES, ALTERNATORS & STARTERS 

• GENERAL AUTO-ELECTRICAL REPAIRS 

Leach Road,15hard Business Park, 

Chard, Somerset TA20 1FA 01460 64255 


Windows and Conservatories 


climajf 


Electrical Services 


For all your 
advertising needs 
in the Blackdown Hills 
phone Alex 

01297 35750 


ST Electrical 

DOMESTIC, COMMERCIAL, DATA 
CABLING & INDUSTRIAL 


Contact us now for your 
‘FREE QUOTATION’ 

Mobile 07888 83 31 53 or 
Email: contact@stelectrical.org 


Countryside Management 


Land management for non-farmers 


• Hedging, ditching, draining and all types of fencing 

• Unwieldy gardens, hedges and fences restored 

• Pasture management (topping, spraying, rolling, 
liming & re-seeding) 

• Groundworks, drives, gateways concreting yards 

• Welding repairs and steel fabrications 

• Storage, containers and yard 

We have the machinery and expertise to tackle most 
estate management problems - both 
big and small - from five practical 
farmers. Just ring for free quote. 


Five Farmers 

Countryside Management Ltd 


01460 234472 www.fivefarmers.co.uk 


COUNTRYMAN SERVICES 
Humane Pest Control 

Wasps, Hornets, Bees & Ants. Rats, Mice, 
Squirrels, Moles & Mink. 

Wildlife Management & Monitoring. 

Low Impact Agricultural, Woodland 
& Conservation Contracting. 
Property & Garden Maintenance. 

Tel: 01392 881193 Mob: 07836 351298 
E: philpix1@me.com 
W: countrymanservices.com 


Cleaning 


East Devon Cleaning 
For a healthier home... 


THE PROMISE OF QUAL 


Windows | Doors | Conservatories | Secondary Glazing | Root line | 
Continuous Aluminium Guttering | Flat roof system | Solar hot water 



/ Windows, and Doors PVC-u or aluminium thone a design to suit any home 
/ Conservatories will add that extra well needed room. 

/ Secondary Glazing can be the ideal answer to listed properties. 

S Fascias A Soffits with our continuous alumiraum guttonng taka away ttia 
problem of maintenance 

J SamaN flat roof membrane will eliminate leaks lor in-excess of 40 years 
y Solar hot water system will provide up to 70% of your hot waiter for free 
ovary year 

For all your home Improvements 


Contact Climax Windows on 01297 35053 
Or Visit our all new website ^ 
www.climaxwindows.co.uk 



BH 


EAST Devon Cleaning Services is a privately 
owned, local business, and a full member of the 
National Carpet Cleaners Association (NCCA) 
the only nationally recognised trade association 
dedicated to the cleaning of your carpets, hard 
flooring, chairs and sofas. 

As a member of the NCCA, with East Devon 
Cleaning Services, you can have peace of mind 
that your valuable flooring and upholstery is safe 
in our hands, being fully insured and profession- 



/ Carpet & Rug Cleaning 
/ Upholstery Cleaning 
/ Tile & Grout Cleaning 
/ Patio Cleaning / End Of Tenancy Cleaning 
/ Office Cleaning 

/ New advanced quick drying machine 
/ Fully Trained, Fully Qualified & Insured 
/ Free no obligation estimate or site survey 
/ 0% VAT 

/ Member of National Carpet Cleaners 
Association 


I 



NC □ 


C 


Phone Mike on: 07803521386 or (01404) 45696 
mike@eastdevoncleaningservices.co.uk 


) 


ally trained and certified. 

Our state of the art cleaning machinery is many 
times more powerful than most machines offer¬ 
ing you a superior, deeper clean with faster dry¬ 
ing times. We use the latest leading eco-friendly 
cleaning pre-sprays and solutions, agitation and 
then hot water extraction to remove traffic lane 
dirt, spills, around 95% of stains, eliminating pet 
odours or carpet smells in general. Your carpet 
or upholstery will be left nearly dry and without 
any sticky, dirt attracting residues which will pre¬ 
vent rapid resoiling. 

Just as the clothes we wear day to day, year to 
year become dirty and worn so do our chairs, 
sofas and carpets. A professional clean can re¬ 
move any dirt and proteins that have built up, re¬ 
store the pile and bring new life to your carpets 
and upholstery ensuring a much healthier home. 

Driveways, garden paths and patio areas can 
become slippery and dangerous at this time of 
year, a thorough clean can ensure your external 
hard floor areas are free of moss and slime pre¬ 
venting slips and falls over Christmas and in the 
new year. 

East Devon Cleaning Services believes the suc¬ 
cess of the company relies on giving the best 
possible customer service. Not just a superior 
clean, but a friendly, knowledgeable and reliable 
service you can rely on. If you have 3 rooms or 
2 rooms and a suite cleaned before Christmas we 
will clean and additional room for FREE. 

To contact us phone Mike on 07803 521386 
(Answer machine 01404 45696) 
mike @ eastdevoncleaningservices .co .uk 


































































View from the Blackdown Hills 


March 2013 13 


Local Services 

in the Blackdown Hills 

www.viewfromtheblackdownhills.co.uk 



avid Lloyd 

(cabinet MAKER 


Unit 3a Marcus Road Dunkeswell 
Honiton Devon EX 14 4LA 
01404 891800 


w ww.davidrlloyd .co .uk info @ davidrlloyd .co .uk 




Kitchens, Furniture And Bespoke 
Joinery. Please Visit My Website 
To See My Extensive Portfolio. 


Mole Catcher 


DAVID BALL 

FURNITURE RESTORATION 


Studleys, Ashculme, Hemyock, 
Devon EX15 3SU 
Telephone: 01823 680607 
Mobile: 07962 401408 
www.dbfr.co.uk 

E-mail: dcb132@btinternet.com 


Plant Hire 


H.B. PLANT 

DEMOLITION SITE CLEARANCE, 

MASS CONCRETE REMOVAL, 

ON SITE CRUSHING, 

STOCKLISTS OF RECLAIMED MATERIALS 
AND S/H BUILDINGS 

DECOMMISSION & REMOVAL OF FUEL TANKS 
FOR EXPERTISE AND PROMPT SERVICE 


www.hbplant.co.uk 

TEL: 01823 480753 
MOBILE: 07770 864613 
Seymour Cottage, Curland, Taunton TA3 5SD 


Timber 


The Mole Catcher 

www.thedevonmolecatcher.co.uk 

Tony Wood-Wright 

Telephone: 01884 855 449 
Mobile: 07747 882 059 


East Devon/West Dorset and South Somerset 
A humane and professional service 

“No Mole - No Fee” 

Per Mole - Hourly % 
and contract rates -sSSS- 


MANUFACTURERS AND SUPPLIERS OF ALL 

PET CAGES 

INCLUDING 

DOG KENNELS • RABBIT RUNS 
NEST BOXES AND NUT FEEDERS 
SHED & FENCING PANELS 
SPECIALISED PALLETS AND PACKING CRATES 

TP TIMBER PRODUCTS 

1 East Street, Chard, Somerset TA20 1EP 
Telephone: 01460 65655 


Roofing 


RIDGE ROOFING 


ALL ASPECTS OF ROOFING 
UNDERTAKEN 


• Slating • Tiling • Flat Roofing 
• Fibreglass Flat Roofs • Chimneys/Leadwork 
• Guttering/UPVC Fascia Boards & Under Soffits 
• Turnerized Slate Roofs 
• Specialist Moss Removal 
• Storm Damage • Insurance Work 


A ROOFING 
SERVICES 

RAISING ROOFING STANDARDS 

All aspects of roofing • UPVC Fascia 
Soffit • Guttering • Lead Work • Roof Cleaning 

Telephone: 07784 364 712 
01404 549559 



• All Grant Work Undertaken • 20 Years Experience 
• Insurance back guarantees 
• Single Ply Epdm Systems 


Free Written Quotations All Work Guaranteed 


Ridge Roofing 

19 Manleys Lane, Dunkeswell, EX14 4XQ 

Tel: 01404 891813 
Mob: 07789 555685 

We are members of the Confederation of Roofing Contractors 


Email: ambroofingservices@gmail.com 


For all your 
advertising needs 
in the Blackdown Hills 
phone Alex or Louise 

01297 35750 


Peter Cooper 

Tel: 07960 S89734 

t mail 

www.w49ftoatwoo4.com 



Set Build / Carpentry / Joinery 


Harwood Roomg/ Furniture 


Fencing / Decking 
Kitchens / Shopfltung 



Gardens 


Paving, Walling, Edgings and Coping including Natural Stone. 
A variety of Decorative Aggregates to choose from either loose 
or baaaed.Too Soil. Comoost and Bark Chiuoinos 



'4UQ:yuiD ma*aaii igaa Jut <3 

Ca/f u« now...01297 32002 


Stoney Bridges I Castle Hill I Axminster I Devon I EX13 5RL 


U«nktt fytrric** 

A full rang* of morvtcom for mtl sim 

• Soa • SamTj 

tenra ta* lfcrtemteri 9 KSC»T) 


Sheds and 
Summerhouses 


• All garden timer buildings and structures 

• Thatching service to all of our products 

• Living vans and shepherds huts 

• Dovecotes to workshops and log stores 

• Carpentry etc, shed refelts 

• Custom and standard builds 

• Base preparation and installations 

www.oakandiron.co.uk 
_New for 2013 _ 

• Fence panels, posts and fencing supplies 

• Standard sheds and stores from £85.00 


Examples of 

4' x 4’ 

£149.00 

overlap 

6'x 4' 

£175.00 

sheds 

7'x 5' 

£250.00 


8' x 6' 

£295.00 


Other styles and sizes available call for details 


Tel: 01297 34509 Mob: 07773 182929 
Email: joseph@oakandiron.co.uk 


Tel 01404 841484 <* Mob 07906 879814 


THORNHAYES 
1 M URSERY 

Westcountry Apple Trees 
(plus other Fruit Trees) 

Ornamental Trees, Hedging and 
Choice Selection of Shrubs 
Opening hours: 8am-4pm Monday to Friday 
9.30am-2pm Saturday 
Thornhayes Nursery, Dulford, Cullompton EX15 2DF. 
01884 266746 www.thornhayes-nursery.co.uk 




HORSE HAYLAGE 

A dust free quality alternative to hay 

Several bale sizes 
and grass types 

Ladysmead Farm, 

Clayhidon. 

For affordable 
prices or friendly 
advice call 
Colin or Ann 
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INDEPENDENT AUDI SPECIALIST 

Dynamic 3D wheel alignments 

Personal, friendly and comprehensive 
service from a family-run local business 

Audi trained technicians 

Expert knowledge of the Audi brand, 
including the most recent models 

Full workshop facilities 

Servicing and repairs of vehicles 
of all ages 

UNITS 2 - 3 MONUMENT VIEW 
SUMMERFIELD AVENUE 
CHELSTON BUSINESS PARK 
WELLINGTON TA21 9ND 
Call Tom or Steve on 01823 662882 

INFO@AVS-AUDI.CO.UK WWW.AVS-AUDI.CO.UK 



Motorcycle Services & MOTs 

07718 256521 01404 891189 


Now is the time 


jt / mm 

yitm 


to get your 
bike ready 
V or summer! 

IN - 


MOT only £15 If booked at the same time as a full service* 

Bikes, scooters and quads serviced and repaired. 

All brands of tyre for any bike or quad supplied and fitted at great prkes. 
MOTs on bikes and scooters, while you wait If required. 
Competitive rates, £28/hour and NO VAT! 


Unit 24B Flightway Business Park. Dunkeswell EX14 4RD 
Mon-Fri 8am - 6pm / Wed 5pm • Sat 9am - 2pm 


www.delmotomotorcycles.co.uk 

S 
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Dobles Garage 

Station Road, PEUGEOT 
Hemyock SPECIALISTS 


PEUGEOT 


08 08 407 2.0 HDI 136 SPORT AUTOMET GREY.£4,495 

07 57 308 2.0 HDI 136 GT 5 DOOR 6 SPEED, SILVER, 19K.£8,995 

05 05 307 CC 2.0 180 (BLACK LEATHER) SILVER, 53K.£4,495 

11 60 207 1.6 HDI SPORT 5 DOOR, SILVER, 56K.£6,995 

09 09 206 1.4 LOOK 3 DOORAGEAN BLUE, 36K.£4,750 

95 N 306 XLD DIESEL 5 DOOR, SILVER .£650 

88 F 309 1.3 GL 5 DOOR, BEIGE, 128K.£325 

OTHER USED CARS 

73 L JAGUAR E TYPE VI2 ROADSTER, WHITE, 51 K.£49,500 

11 11 FORD FIESTA 1.4 TDCI TITANIUM, 5 DOOR, SILVER, 4K.£10,995 

1111 FORD FIESTA 1.25 EDGE (82) 3 DOOR, PANTHER BLACK, 13K.£7,995 

11 60 MERCEDES E350 CDI AVANTGARDE 4 DOOR, CUPRITE BROWN, 7K .£29,995 

10 10 VAUXHALL INSIGNIA CDTI SRI AUTO ESTATE, SILVER, 33K.£10,995 

10 10 FORD KA 1.2 ZETEC A/CHOT MAGENTA, 29K.£6,495 

10 59 CITROEN C3 1.4 HDI VTR+ 5 DOOR, MET RED, 13K.£7,995 

08 58 VAUXHALL CORSA 1.3 CDTI CLUB 5 DOOR, MET BLUE, 26K.£7,250 

08 58 RENAULT CLIO 1.5DCI DYNAMIQUE S (106) SILVER, 34K.£6,495 

08 08 RENAULT TWINGO 1.2 EXTREME RED, 37K.£4,450 


07 56 FIAT MULTIPLA 1.9 JTD DYNAMIC, 6 SEATS, MET BLUE, 93K.£4,250 

06 06 TOYOTA COROLLA 1.6 COLOUR COLLECTION 5 DOOR, SILVER, 66K..£4,995 

06 06 TOYOTA MR2 1.8 VVTI ROADSTER, SILVER, 93K.£4,995 

06 06 VAUXHALL ASTRA ESTATE 1.6 DESIGN A/C, SILVER, 99K.£3,495 

06 55 FORD FOCUS 1.6 ZETEC CLIMATE AUTOMATIC, MET RED, 32K.£4,995 

05 05 MG ZR 1.4 TROPHY SE 3 DOOR, BLACK, 55K.£2,750 

04 54 AUDI TT 1.8T 150 CONVERTIBLE, SILVER, 48K.£7,495 

01 51 TOYOTA COROLLA 1.6 S AUTOMATIC, MET BLUE, 67K.£1,250 

00 X BMW 5201 2.2 SE AUTOMATIC, PALE MET GREEN, 143K.£2,495 

00 X MITSUBISHI SPACE STAR 1.8 GLX, BLUE, 75K.£1,495 

99 T BMW 3281 SE 4 DOOR, MET GREY, 97K.£2,495 

84 A AUSTIN MAESTRO 1.6 HLS 5 DOOR (ONE OWNER) PALE MET BLUE, ONLY 
21 K.£1,995 

4 X 4 & VANS 

05 05 LDV CONVOY 400 2.4TD 17 SEATS MINIBUS, WHITE, 54K.£4,495 

03 03 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN 3.2 Dl-D EQUIPPE AUTO SWB, SILVER, 105K..£5,995 
02 52 MITSUBISHI SHOGUN 3.2 Dl-D EQUIPPE AUTO VAN, SILVER, 11 8K...£4,850 

01 51 DISCOVERY TD5 GS AUTOMATIC 7 SEATS, MET RED, 123K.£5,250 

98 S LAND ROVER 90 DEFENDER 4.6 V8, PEARL YELLOW.£14,995 

92 J MITSUBISHI PAJERO TD AUTO LWB, MET BLUE.£1,495 


Tel: 01823 681452 www.doblesgarage.co.uk 
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STAGS The West Country is Stags Country 
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Rawridge _ 12 Acres 
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